Paper 2: Due April 17
1. In King Lear, Shakespeare created arguably his bleakest play.  How do you see it? Make an argument, or thesis, based on what you see as the meaning behind Lear’s inner conflict.   Is it about self knowledge, aethism, kingship, fear of aging, or something else? Then write a paper showing how Shakespeare’s use of one to three types of imagery (for example, sight and blindness, clothing, feeding imagery, animal imagery, images of nothingness, the king’s two bodies, etc) supports your thesis. Select your examples from throughout the entire play. 

2. The metaphysical poets wrote religious poems that reflected private, personal connections to God. Because these conceptions of God were so personal, they varied from one another. Write a paper in which you analyze either Donne(s or Herbert(s relationship to God as expressed by their poems. 

· Donne(s (Good Friday Riding Westward( describes an inverted, fallen condition. A paradox is when two mutually exclusive things are true. A conceit is an extended metaphor that shows possible correspondence between the finite and the infinite. You might analyze his use of  conceit, paradox, word play (puns), structure, or other techniques, analyzing one in each body paragraph. 

· Herbert(s (The Altar( is an emblem for Herbert(s whole book (a picture of the hear appeared on the front). The poem suggests that the stones that comprise the altar are pieces of Herbert(s own hardened heart. An altar is a place to make sacrifices to God, so his book of poems is Herbert(s sacrifice, designed to bring others to God through his suffering. You might analyze how Herbert conveys the idea of self-sacrifice in (The Alar,((The Pulley( and/ or (The Collar.( You can analyze emblem, conceit (usually found in the poem(s title), organization and rhyme scheme, paradox, or other techniques. 

Use the third person and the present tense. Observe the MLA conventions for quoting verse. Don(t use outside sources. Do not discuss your own religious views or express approval or disapproval of theirs. 

Remember to use a thesis that makes an argument, for example: 

In Hamlet, Shakespeare uses images of disease and diseased sexuality to argue that (X) the murder of a monarch (Y) is (Z)a heinous act that corrupts everyone connected to it. 

This thesis uses the thesis formula: 

X (murder of a monarch) is / should be Y (a heinous act) because, by, in order to Z (because it corrupts…)
