Restoration and 18th century
· Middle class rise

· Code of manners and politeness divides rich and poor

· Test Act-no Catholics 1673  (later, act of Toleration)

· Leads to new religions, Quakers, Methodists, Wesleyans—unworldliness, salvation by faith

· Tories and Whigs

· 1688-William of Orange—beginning of end for Stuarts (1745—defeat of bonnie Prince Charlie)

· Popish Plot

· Most writers were Jacobite sympathizers

· Distrust of Enthusiasm; most writers were Tories, traditionalists (but see Pilgrim’s Progress and other non-orthodox religious people imprisoned for their beliefs)

· Swift, distrust of “inhumane” economics and statistics—new science

· Charles II’s court—pleasure

· Earl of Rochester—Libertine

· Science—Natural History (collecting facts); Natural Philosophy (speculation of causes), Natural Religion (Deism; god as “First cause” and clock metaphor

· Berkeley and skepticism: all reality is unknowable, matter does not exist, except by faith

· Pope, Locke: resort to familiar realities, “resume not God to scan”

· Feminism

· Mary Astell

· Addison and Steele, Tattler, sentimental novels appeal to women thought to be morally and temperamentally softer yet superior

· Literary culture: 

· 1695, virtual end of censorship, though authors like Defoe still jailed for “seditious libel”

· 1710, beginning of copyright, Pope and Johnson among first to profit from writing
· First dictionary’s goals

· Beginning of professional writing, profit by subscription, first periodicals, first lending libraries

· Literacy (Adult male literacy grows from 25% to 70%  by end of period; women still self-educated, but estimates as much as 30% (we can only guess, because women couldn’t attend university or be party to contracts)

· Style: 

· New simplicity, heroic couplet

· Classical learning “Augustan”

· Emphasis on evoking reader’s emotions through visualization, especially of abstracts and nature

· Dominated by personification, periphrasis (finny tribes for fish), tags or stock diction, Latinate words and syntax “genial” and “horrid”, elaborate kinds of parallelism

· Genres: comedy of manners, satire, propaganda tract, essay, novel, sentimental novel, tragedy, opera
· Satire: Swift targeted fanaticism and innovation; distrust of novelty
· Goal: delight and instruct; moral values

