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Poem Reading Sheet: one is due each week. Pick a poem by a different author every time.  Make sure to pick a poem that is at least 14 lines. When you are done, save the reading sheet and send it to me as an attachment. 
List poem title, author, and year (if known). The Author to Her Book by Anne Bradstreet. 1678
List the speaker, audience, (if indicated) and situation of poem. The speaker is an author, presumably Anne. The audience is a book/publication that she did not approve.  A speculation is that "friends, less wise than true" took Anne's work and published it without her consent and this is her addressing that work and her feelings regarding it.
Paraphrase the poem in prose lines (that is, translate it into your own words. Do not summarize it. Don’t use line breaks). If it is long, paraphrase the first fourteen lines.  You unfinished child from my weak mind, you stayed beside me until you stolen by allies, more faithful than intelligent. They took you and revealed you to all, put you on trash, slowing the printer to a crawl. Mistakes cannot be erased (everyone can see). When I see you again, my embarrassment is all consuming. My babbling babe of text and page, if I should claim you. I say you were not meant to be seen, your face godawful before me, yet you are mine and if I could, sooner or later, a mother's love could heal your pockmarks and scars. I would clean you, but it would only show more flaws within you, and cleaning off one area simply shows more filth beneath it.
Discuss one thing the poem loses by being paraphrased into prose. When placed in prose, this poem loses its rhyme scheme and the general rhythm. The majority of the poem seems like it is written in iambic pentameter and when it is written in prose, it totally loses that flow.
Discuss some of the poem’s sonic aspects (that is, rhythm, meter, repetition, alliteration, consonance, assonance). Most of the lines of the poem follow iambic pentameter. The speaker's distaste with the publication in question is reflected by the harsh and percussive (cacophony) sounds she uses in words like "snatched," "expos'd," "brat," and "irksome." There is alliteration with "thou," "thence," "thee," "th'," and "thy." Consonance appears in "brain," and "brat" and ""birth," "by," and "but," and again in "blushing" and "blemishes." 
Discuss some of the poem’s sensory aspects (that is, symbol, metaphor/simile, imagery, description) The entire poem is a metaphor where Bradstreet describes a book/published work as a child. She calls the child "ill-formed" and "unfit for light." The work is unwanted as a "rambling brat… irksome in my sight." Part of her still feels affection for the work and wants to scrub it clean of "blemishes" and flaws, but she continues to see defects. "I stretched thy joynts to make thee even feet, / Yet still thou run'st more hobling than is meet." No matter what she does, the work (in this line, we know the book contained poetry with the use of "feet") remains deformed and hobbled over. In the end, Bradstreet tells the "child" to say it has no father and only a poor mother, the only reason it still sees the light of day. She compares the book to essentially a sideshow attraction, a bastard who only exist to bring in money, because there is no way to remedy the flaws. While she compares the book to a child, she is also comparing being an author to a parent. 
Discuss one thing you learned from the poem. (For example, look up any references or allusions and explain one of them here. Look up the history of a word in the American Heritage dictionary or the Oxford English Dictionary, and see if it has changed. Describe an insight into the subject that surprised you. ) If you learned nothing from the poem, pick a different one. 

The first time I read the poem, I wasn't entirely sure what it was about other than an unwanted child. After looking it up online, that was when I learned that it was actually an angry response to the publication of Bradstreet's book, called "The Tenth Muse," when she had no knowledge of the publication, let alone give consent. Several websites mention the trespass against her, but poetryfoundation.org simply says that Bradstreet published a second edition and used "The Author to Her Book" as an apology for the poems that appeared in the first edition. After reading closely, I realized there could be truth either way; her book could have been published without her knowledge, or publishers who were better friends than they were editors could have allowed the publication with mistakes that were not noticed until later. 
