Midrash Analysis Essay (1000 + words)

The Jewish tradition of Midrash or interpretation focuses on the non-legalistic areas of the text that, for the reader, remain “silent” or mysterious. Although many people uses “midrash” loosely to mean any amplification or in-depth retelling of a biblical text, a traditional midrash had to have rabbinical authority. Therefore, Jews consider the approved midrashic literature in conjunction with the biblical stories themselves 

Dr. Charles T. Davis (Appalachian State University, Philosophy and Religion Department, NC) explains that once a canon is closed, the problem facing the community is the problem of searching it out. Midrash focuses on the reader’s personal struggle to reach an acceptable moral application of the text. While the midrash or retelling is always governed by the wording of the text, it allows for the reader to project his or her inner struggle into the story.  

Louis Ginzberg has collected various midrashic legends on each major character in the Hebrew Bible from Adam to Esther. These stories are now online:  http://philologos.org/__eb-lotj/ (if link doesn’t work, access through Links page (under Texts).  Read at least 10 legends from the Midrash about a single character or event. Compare this information to the biblical description of this character or event. What is added? What is changed? What do the biblical stories lack, and why might readers have felt the need for these stories? How could they change the way you think about the character or event?
Be specific:  Use actual quotes from the passages. Your goal should be to show 1) what insights you get from each story; 2) how the stories supplement the biblical material; and 3) the implications of these stories, if they are considered authoritative, for those trying to understand the biblical texts.  You should think about why these stories were written. What questions do they answer that the bible does not?
Organization: You can organize your essay in at least two ways. 

1. By theme. In each of these stories, God interacts with a single major character. What concerns are included in this passage, and how do the legends handle them?

2. By difference.  You could break down the material according to the differences between the stories and the biblical texts.  

I will grade your paper on these factors: 

1. The quality of your observations 
2. The organization of your essay 
3. Your use of specific, interesting examples to support your argument
4. Your mechanics, grammar, and clear citation of passages
Note: you should stick close to the text itself. Avoid reading this passage or story in terms of the New Testament or according to received church Doctrine. 
