
Foreign Wives after the Exile:  The Book of Ezra  

 

Chapter 9: 1 After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said, 

"The people of Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated themselves from 

the peoples of the lands with their abominations, from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the 

Amorites. 2 For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and 

for their sons. Thus the holy seed has mixed itself with the peoples of the lands, and in 

this faithlessness the officials and leaders have led the way." 3 When I heard this, I 

tore my garment and my mantle, and pulled hair from my head and beard, and sat 

appalled. 4 Then all who trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the 

faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered around me while I sat appalled until the 

evening sacrifice.  

 

Chapter 10: 1 While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and throwing himself 

down before the house of God, a very great assembly of men, women, and children 

gathered to him out of Israel; the people also wept bitterly. 2 Shecaniah son of Jehiel, 

of the descendants of Elam, addressed Ezra, saying, "We have broken faith with our 

God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the land, but even now there 

is hope for Israel in spite of this. 3 So now let us make a covenant with our God to 

send away all these wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord and 

of those who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to 

the law. 4 Take action, for it is your duty, and we are with you; be strong, and do it." 

5 Then Ezra stood up and made the leading priests, the Levites, and all Israel swear 

that they would do as had been said. So they swore.  

 


