Speakers in Lamentations (a possible reconstruction)
	1:1-11a 
	3rd person description of city
	male singular

	1:11b-16
	1st person Jerusalem
	Female singular

	1:17
	3rd person description of city
	Male singular

	1:18-22
	1st person Jerusalem
	Female singular

	2:1-10
	3rd person description of city
	Male singular

	2:11-12
	1st person Poet’s personal grief
	Male singular

	2:13-20
	Address to City
	Male plural

	2:21-22
	1st person Jerusalem Speaks
	Female singular

	3:1-39
	1st person Poet’s personal grief
	Male singular

	3:40-47
	1st person Jerusalem’s women speak
	Female plural

	3:48-51
	1st person Individual mourner
	Female singular

	3:52-66
	1st person Poet’s personal grief
	Male singular

	4:1-16
	3rd person description of city
	Male singular

	4:17-20
	1st person Collective grief
	Male plural

	4:21-22
	Apostrophe to Edom
	Male singular

	5
	Common Prayer to Yahweh
	All plural


Echoes and Symmetry (Chiasmus)
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Quinah meter—unbalanced lines; carefully created sense of fragmentation

Acrostic: Literary attempt to carefully contain sense of overwhelming grief (Chapters 1-4). Chapter 3 is a triple acrostic (each letter introduces three successive stichs AAA, BBB, etc). Chapter 5 (different author?) plural prayer of the people. 

Ideological Core: Chapter 3 reflects on the meaning of suffering, especially verse 3:25-36: Suffering is inflicted through love. Chapters 3:36-39: destruction is earned by guilt (though the source of the guilt is unclear, and the writer(s) seem to be struggling for answers). Later prophets will ascribe guilt to Deuteronomistic belief that God punishes those who do not keep his covenant as outlined in Deuteronomy. Each prophet and text emphasizes a different aspect of that covenant, but major aspects are allegiance to foreign (especially Canaanite) gods; non-centralized worship; foreign marriages and collaboration with foreign powers; non-standard temple worship or sacrifice; and greed and abuse of the poor.  
This assumption of guilt is unique among city laments and funeral dirges. 

Authorship: probably at least two and perhaps several. Authors probably belonged to upper classes or court circles (lots of interest in the fate of the wealthy and royalty). Wisdom literature was cultivated in upper class circles. 

