Early Modern Literature: Cultural study annotated bibliographical essay and research paper
For this paper you will investigate how one aspect of Renaissance culture can give you an insight into a Renaissance longer work or play. You will begin by selecting one narrow area and doing both primary and secondary research in it. For example, you could examine medical and prodigy books, which have woodcuts of deformed infants and hybrid human-animal monstrosities, or research sensational murder trials of the period to talk about Arden of Faversham. You could look at imagery associated with native peoples or exploration in Raleigh’s Discovery of Guiana. You could also look at popular understanding of disease (check out medical books, folk remedies, and “herbals,”) Elizabethan notions of privacy, boys’ companies, or contemporary burial practices to talk about sexuality in one of the plays. You could look at gossip and libels and courtesy books to discuss a group of coterie poems.  You could look up laws about marriage, writings about women’s sexuality or conduct books. You could look up a particular scandal and connect it to a particular work. You could discover perceptions about and treatment of animals, makeup, fashion, the evolving thoughts about prayer, street theater, or anything else that you can think of. 
Research: 

For primary sources you might look at my links page, which has a link to the English Short Title Catalog, which has titles of works in print during this period. Actual texts can be found at Archive.org, Google books, Records of Early English Drama, Manuscriptorium, and Early English Books online, which you can access from university computers through the library. I also have links to prodigy books, emblem books, books about witches, girls’ education tracts and manuals, and a host of other interesting resources. You might start here when thinking about topics. 

For secondary resources, you can look at the bibliography at the back of our book and the bibliography in our textbooks. You can also search for articles and books through the library. Be sure to start your search early, to allow time for ABC Express books or interlibrary loan books to arrive. 
You should use at least one primary resource, preferably more. You should use at least 4-5 books or articles, and while some articles can be older, you should also try to find articles written after 1995. Although you can access databases, texts, and articles online, you should not cite informational web sites. If you have a question, ask me. 

Paper 2: Bibliographical essay: 

In the Bibliographic essay, you should begin by explaining the big concerns related to this aspect of your research. For example, if you’re looking up boy apprentices, some big themes would be gender-identity and cross dressing, child labor, and the actual practices and identities of these boys. Sometimes these concerns change over time. If so, you should note that. 

Then, you should list each article in MLA style followed by a summary of its main concerns. Of course, that means you should read the article carefully, quoting if necessary from it and citing. 

Paper 4: Cultural Study: 

In this paper, you will relate a particular work to the area you’ve studied in paper 2. Your focus should be on analysis the work itself; you should use the background research only to shed light on the work. 

Thesis

As in any paper, the ultimate goal is for you to come up with a thesis that makes an argument about the work you’re examining: “Male and female relationships in As You Like It reflect the shifting power dynamics of master and apprentice in wake of the apprentice riots of the 1590s.” You will use primary and secondary research as well as the play itself to support your argument. The play and primary resources should dominate the paper; use secondary sources as support, not as the “meat” or your argument. 

Deadlines: 
9/23
Working bibliography due. You should have the names of the primary and secondary sources that you will use by this date. (That doesn’t mean that if you find a great source later you can’t add it!). You can bring those sources to class on index cards (recommended) along with a short explanation of what information you hope to gain from it. 

10/21
Essay 2: Bibliographical essay 

11/12
Essay 4: Topic and outline due

12/4
Final paper due

What is an ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? A BIBLIOGRAPHIC ESSAY?

A bibliography is simply a list of citations of works (books, articles, etc.), typically formatted according to a particular style (e.g., MLA, APA).

An annotated bibliography is  a list of citations with  brief explanatory or evaluative commentary provided for each of those works.

A bibliographic essay is a critical essay in which the writer identifies and evaluates the core works of research within a discipline or sub-discipline.

Places to start: 

· Note: A book can often provide a list of cited references or can itself be a bibliography or have a chapter that is a bibliographic essay. Such a list would be a good place to start. 

· Encyclopedia entries like Wikipedia (these are not authoritative sources, but they can help you do background research and get ideas; they also sometimes have bibliographies). 

· Book Reviews: Academic Search database (limit to book reviews),  LexisNexis database

· Dissertation Abstracts database & other, discipline-specific databases (select according to your topic)

· Your peers’ Character folders on blackboard

· My links page (not all links are guaranteed to work)

· Luminarium’s backround pages

· Sixteenth Century topics: http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/renaissanceinfo.htm
· Sixteenth century essays: http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/essays.htm
· Seventeenth Century topics:  http://www.luminarium.org/sevenlit/sevenadd.htm
· Seventeenth century essays: http://www.luminarium.org/sevenlit/sevenessay.htm
Sample bibliographical essays: 

· Death penalty debate: http://www.ala.org/acrl/choice/sampleessay
· History of cartography: http://www.maphistory.info/edson.html
Sample annotated bibliography: 

· Gender and sexuality in Renaissance Popular Culture: https://web.duke.edu/rpc/performance/bibliography.html
· The body in Renaissance Drama (a class collaborative bibliography): 
http://blsciblogs.baruch.cuny.edu/3950thebodyinrenaissanceliterature/2011/05/10/annotated-bibliography/
